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MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF HALEBANK PARISH COUNCIL
MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2025

Present:

Clirs Terry Colquitt {Chair) (TC}John Anderton (Vice-Chair) JA Jayne
Caslin (JC), Adam Harrison (AH), Rebecca Littler (RL)

Also in attendance: Clerk: Christine Southern (CS)
PCSO Marnick
7 Members of the public.

1. Welcome and Introduction
TC Welcomed everyone to the meeting

2. To receive and accept apologies for absence
None to report.

3. To agree to co-opt New Parish Councillor
It was noted that this item was added in error.

4. Declaration of interests
No declaration of interests was received.

5. Minutes of previous meeting
To resolve to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on 7 July 2025.

Resolved that: The Minutes of the meeting held on 7 July 2025 be accepted
as a true record.

6. Clerks Report
6.1
The clerk updated the meeting on action taken in respect of the noise and

dust complaints regarding Seras Biomass. The Parish Council have received a
copy of the Environment agency report from 7 May 2025. The report advised
the company to take actions but does not give a time scale.

Residents of Sunningdale Park continue to report the noise and dust to Halton
Borough Council and the Environment Agency.
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Action
Clerk to request advice regarding legal action and contact local media
regarding the issue. Clerk to continue to liaise with residents.

6.2

A request to remove the PC defibrillator has been received from the new
owners of the Smithy, Halebank Road. There is work being carried out on the
site and access is blocked to the equipment.

Resolved that; the Defibrillator be removed and transferred to the external
wall outside 54 Halebank Road (Clir Andertons property).

Action: JA to remove the equipment from the Smithy and install it on the
external wall of 54 Halebank Road.

6.3

lain Dignall (Public Right of Way Officer) has been contacted regarding the
illegal landgrab off the PROW on Pickering Pasture.

Action: Clerk to chase lain Dignall for a response.

. Police Report

PC members agreed to move Ward Councillors Report to item 15 as no Ward
councillors were in attendance and no report has been received.

A copy of the Police Report was distributed to the meeting. A discussion took
place regarding items in the report. PCSO Marnick answered questions from

those present.

Action
Police report to be added to Parish Council Website.

. Finance

8.1 To approve accounts submitted for payments since last meeting on 7
July 2025.

Resolved that: The schedule of payments and accounts since the last
meeting on 7 July 2025 be approved and accepted.
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8.2 To agree and accept monthly Budget Report for August/September.

Resolved that: monthly Accounts and balance for August/September
be approved, accepted and signed by members of the finance
committee.

8.3 Todiscuss allocation of Community Improvement budget.
Resolved that: The discussion be deferred until meeting arranged with
HBCin respect of ‘Plans for Halebank'.

9. Public Forum
A discussion took place regarding the upcoming meeting on 3 September in
respect of application 25/00346/REM. PC members took questions from the

public.

10. Planning Applications

To consider planning application 25/00346/REM approval of reserved matters
in respect of Hale Gate/Halebank Road development.

Resolved that: PC to take further advice regarding the above application.

11. Planning Updates
Matters discussed as part of items 9 and 10

12. Ditton Bridge
Matter to be discussed as part of item 13.

13. Community Meeting 3 September 2025 — 7:45pm in Halebank Youth Club.

A meeting has been arranged by the PC to inform residents of issues in respect
of the planned development of Halebank/Hale Gate Road and Ditton Bridge JA
advised those present of the matters for discussion.

14.Correspondence
To review any correspondence, receive since previous meeting.
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14.1 A letter of resignation has been received from Clir Bob Stokes. Clir
Stokes has been unable to attend meetings for several months due to

work commitments.
Resolved that: Clir Stokes resignation be accepted by the Parish

Council.

Action: Clerk to notify HBC and Notice of Vacany to be published.

15. Police Report

PC agreed to transfer to item 7

16. Chairpersons Closing Comments
TC advised that prominent resident Flo Hurley had sadly passed away. A

discussion took place and those in attendance agree that a memorial should
be created for both Flo Hurley and Flo Woodward who had contributed greatly
to the local community both in respect of their support of the Parish Council

and the Youth Club.

Action: Clerk to enquire as to a suitable memorial.

17.To confirm proposed date and time of next meeting

The next full meeting will be held on Monday 6 October 2025 in Halebank
Youth Club at 8:00pm
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Halebank Parish Council — CH0089

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
international Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps.//www.naoc.org.uk/code-audit-
gractice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

- summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
- confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met,

The AGAR has not been signed in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. Section 2 was not signed by the Responsible Finance
Officer before approval.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper
provision during the year 2025/26 for the exercise of public rights, since the period for the exercise of public rights did not include the first 10
working days of July, As a result, the smaller authority must-answer ‘Ng' to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 and

ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2026/27.

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to weaknesses in
relation to Internal Control Objective L in respect of documentation published on the website. The smaller authority must ensure that action is

taken to address this area of weakness in a timely manner.

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertion in Section 1, Box 5 but it has provided the appointed
auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified. This is
consistent with the internal auditor’s response to internal control objective C.

Information has come to our attention indicating that the smaller authority has not published explanations for the ‘No’ responses given in respect
of Assertions 5 on the Annual Governance Statement. Accordingly, the smaller authority must disclose this by responding ‘No’ to Assertion 3 of
the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 and publish the reason for that ‘No’ response on its website when the 2025/26 AGAR is published.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2025.
External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature t;;’.":; *d ,f_ ;/W(‘ {4’: i gg,f"i" ‘{1 A i!..w é&fﬁ Date 09/09/2025
Annual Governance and Accouniability Return 2024/25 Form 3 Page 6 of 6
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